EG Wahlstrom School Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, September 25, 2023
7:00 pm
In Attendance: Kathryn Adams,  Nicole Bisset, Stuart Adkins, Audrey Ghostkeeper, Craig Hudson, Selina Noskey, Coralee Persson, Leonard Oliver, Randah Mouallem, Murray Murran, Joy McGregor, Cory Hughes, 
1. Welcome and Land Acknowledgment 
Kathryn Adams started the meeting with a Land Acknowledgement

2. Adoption of Agenda
a. Joy requested to add dates for next meetings
b. Coralee requested to add discussion on recess
Craig made motion to accept agenda with changes.
Coralee seconded.
3. Acceptance of minutes from May 25, 2022
Minutes were reviewed but not enough people from last meeting were present to vote on accepting.

4. Reports 
a. Superintendent Report
i. Good start to school year.
ii. HPSD has 13 fewer students that last year but enrollments are still coming in
iii. Indigenous Education PD a success.
iv. Still two vacancies in the district. Hope to have one filled tomorrow.
v. Reviewing costs/actuals from previous school year.
b. Trustee Report – Joy McGregor and Cory Hughes
i. Joy attended the (Canada wide) trustee conference. Alberta doing well.
ii. Introduction of new Superintendent.
iii. New survey out, looking for feedback on K-6 socials curriculum. 
iv. 1st regular board meeting will have in-person presenters.
v. This fall will have Fall General meetings and meeting with the minister.
Craig asked about the bussing situation. 
Joy responded that HPSD elected to implement new full bussing this year to give it a try to iron out the kinks before it is mandatory next year. All routes are operational but short on drivers so there are no backup drivers.
Last year was not bad, there were just a lot of people complaining about the bussing situation.

c. School Report – Leonard Oliver and Yolandi Kline will share responsibilities. Leonard was present to report.
i. Grade 6 went to LSLBO and met with Mayor
ii. Grade 4/5 working on moose hiding tanning.
iii. Orange shirt day on Friday. Students wrote letters to survivors and will burn them in a ceremonial fire with an Elder.
iv. Grade 5 working with robotics.
v. Terry Fox run a success, one student raised over $1000

d. Principal’s Report – Audrey Ghostkeeper
See attached.
Joy requested dates for monthly assemblies (Last Friday of the month usually). Audrey will provide.
Joy requested copy of donation request letter for inclusive swing. Audrey to provide.

5. School Council Report – 2022/2023 school year recap.
a. Hot lunch fundraisers held last year
b. Reviewed Jan 30 ASCA workshop
c. Special guest on choosing an effective principal
d. Community representative came to most meetings (Nicoel Baril)
e. Hosted the teacher/staff appreciation week lunch
f. Raised funds for Inclusive Swing
g. One Book One School– Long Walk to Water
h. Set up a Facebook page
i. Worked with RMSS at track and field day

6. Election of 2023/2024 School Council Executive
a. Roles of school Council were discussed.
b. Nominations for Chair.
i. Randah nominated Kathryn. Kathryn accepted. No other nominations. Kathryn acclaimed Chair.
c. Nomination for Vice-Chair
i. Craig volunteered as Vice-Chair. Coralee Seconded. No other nominations. Craig acclaimed Vice-Chair
d. Nomination for Secretary
i. Stuart volunteered as Secretary. Craig seconded. No other nominations. Stuart acclaimed as Secretary. 

7. Old Business
· No Old Business

8. New Business
a) Hot Lunch Committee
· Coralee will work on this with Tammy Lukan.
· Still can do hot lunches. Alberta school nutrition guide not a barrier like previously thought.
· Will try to have one most months, if enough volunteers.
b) Assembly/Special Event 
· Every school event should have representatives from council.
· Stuart suggested to have a banner made up.
· Joy suggested school division could make the banner.
c) Book Fair
· Looking for parent volunteers.
· To be held during Parent Teacher Interviews next week.
d) Volunteers
· School has traditionally has low parent volunteerism. Audrey is seeking feedback to identify by. Looking into lack of structure or expectations. Will work with teachers on seeking volunteers.
· Currently looking for volunteers to help with drama (set construction and running the set during performance). RMSS may be able to help. 4-H may be able to help.
· Looking for volunteers to help with archery.
e) Recess
· Coralee asked why split recess between grade 5’s. Their child has friends on other time-slots and can’t see them during school day.
· Audrey explained that it is to maintain student to supervisor ratio.
· Having 2 shorter breaks is also better for learning according to studies.
· Audrey will look into way to get more interaction among the grade 5’s.
f) Dates for next meetings.
· Last Mondays of the month are trustee meetings. Decided to move to second Monday of the month (unless holiday)
· September 25
· October 16
· November 20
· January 15
· February 12
· March 18
· April 15
· May 13
Joy requested the meetings in the winter be on-line. November, January, February and March meetings will be online.

9. Other
No Other Item brought forward.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:56

Action Items:
1) Stuart to look into creating a banner for school council to have at events.
2) Audrey and Kathryn to work on volunteer letters.
3) Audrey to send Joy letter regarding inclusive swing requests.
4) Audrey to send Joy monthly assembly dates.
